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1. Biden Discusses U.S. Nuclear Agenda (02-18-2010)

Outlines plans for preventing nuclear weapons sprea d

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.
Staff Writer

Washington — Vice President Biden says the UnitiedieS will do everything in its power to keep
nuclear weapons from falling into the hands ofdasts or spreading to states that do not already
have them.

But Biden also emphasized that the United Stat@sgrezes that as its own technology improves,
researchers are developing non-nuclear ways to getential adversaries without relying on the
nuclear weapons deterrence that characterizeddlte\WZar period of the 20th century.
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“The spread of nuclear weapons is the greatestttfaeing the country and, | would argue, facing
humanity,” Biden said in a February 18 speech aiNhational Defense University in Washington.
“And that is why we’re working both to stop thenofiferation and eventually to eliminate them.”

“But until that day comes, we have to do everythimgur power to maintain our national arsenal
and make sure it's reliable,” he added.

Biden outlined the plan for implementing Presid®bama’s nonproliferation and nuclear security
agenda, and also addressed budget needs and ftinisrte support the president’s vision of
reducing nuclear dangers worldwide.

In April 2009 in Prague, Obantaid out a visiorfor protecting the United States from nuclear
threats, but also made clear that he was seekiagld free of nuclear weapons. Biden said the
Obama administration is working to strengthen tluelBlar Non-Proliferation Treaty and to gain
ratification in the U.S. Senate for the Comprehemdiest Ban Treaty, which was designed to keep
emerging nuclear states from perfecting their alseand prevent rivals from pursuing more
advanced weapons systems.

In his speech, Biden said nuclear research labdeatand the Defense Department have been
developing capabilities like an adaptive missiléedse shield, conventional warheads with
worldwide reach and other systems that will en#tibeUnited States to reduce the role of nuclear
weapons in its national security arsenal.

Obama asked Congress for $7 billion in the fisean2011 federal budget to maintain the existing
nuclear stockpile while also modernizing the U.&lear infrastructure, which includes U.S.
research and development laboratories operateldedy S. Energy Department. The request
represents a $624 million increase from the cutisoal year’'s budget, which runs from October 1,
2009, to September 30, 2010, and includes spemdiragiditional $5 billion for those projects over
the next five years.

“This investment is not only consistent with a naoiferation agenda, we argue it's essential to
pursue a nonproliferation agenda,” Biden said. 1@nteeing our stockpile, coupled with broader
research and development efforts, allows us toysudeeper nuclear reductions, without in any
way compromising our security.”

One of the most significant factors in nuclear weepresearch by the United States has been its
ability to conduct testing through the Stockpilev@ardship Program, which does not require
underground, atmospheric or underwater explosBitgn said. The program was launched 18
years ago by President George H.W. Bush when Inedig nuclear-testing moratorium enacted by
Congress.

The United States and Russia are negotiating aanes agreement that would succeed the 1991
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, or START |, whestpired December 5, 2009. Obama and
Russian President Dmitry Medved@wntatively agreeth July 2009 to seek a new treaty that
reduces existing arsenals to between 1,500 an® Wéiheads each. Talks paused during
December 2009 for the holidays and resumed lateriaath in Geneva.

Under Secretary of State Ellen Tauscher told repsrecently that the two sides are quite close to
reaching an accord.
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Biden said that the president will host a Globathlar Security Summit April 12-13 in
Washington to advance his goals of securing alienable nuclear materials within four years. “It's
a very high priority. We cannot wait; we cannot tfar an act of nuclear terrorism before coming
together to share the best practices and raiseigestandards,” he said.

And in May “we will participate in a Non-Prolifeian Treaty review conference. We are rallying
support for stronger measures to strengthen ingmeahd to punish cheaters,” Biden added.

Vice President Biden’s Speech at National Defensieeysity (02-18-2010)
Biden cites President Obama’s Prague agenda féearuc

Under Secretary of State Tauscher on Nuclear Batee{02-18-2010)
United States, Russia moving to era of “mutual eesbstability”

Ambassador Hill on Iraqgi Elections and U.S.-Iragl®ions(02-17-2010)
Hill answers questions from reporters on the situain Iraq

2. Sanctions Proposals Offer Options for U.S. Policy on Iran (02-18-2010)
Although the president makes final decisions, Congr ess has its say

By Jeff Baron
Staff Writer

Washington — While the United States prods otheegauments to impose tougher sanctions on
Iran over its nuclear program, some members obtlse Congress are prodding the U.S.
government to do the same.

Each house of Congress has passed a proposaldbkt immpose a wide array of sanctions against
Iran and people or companies that do businessitwitlne versions in each chamber are slightly
different and must be reconciled before being geitte president. Among the provisions in the
bills:

Sanctions would cover any person or company thasHean import gasoline or other
petroleum products or that helps the country expanefineries.

The trade of most products between the United Statd Iran, except for food and medicine
imported by Iran, would be banned.

A broad range of financial companies would be grdd from backing business deals
involving Iran.

Companies that do business with Iran’s energy sectthat provide equipment with which
Iran restricts communications would be barred fiawing business with the U.S.
government.

Assets belonging to Iran’s Islamic Revolutionarya@uCorps and other Iranians involved in
abuses of human rights, nuclear arms and terratisaid be frozen. The U.S. Treasury
Departmentlready announced similar policy, acting against a Revolutionanya@l-
controlled corporation and its commander.

“The President of the United States has rightlypaeld a two-track policy, in my view, of
engagement backed by the prospect of further sarsstand | support his approach,” said a
statement from Senator Chris Dodd of Connectidwjrmman of the Senate Banking Committee and
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one of the bill's main sponsors. “Our legislatidreagthens what has come to be known as the
‘pressure track.’

“We must send a clear signal to Iran’s leaders thttey continue to defy the will of the
international community, our nation is prepareddafront them on that.”

Senate leaders said a final bill also should irelather financial penalties and visa restrictiars f
Iranian officials who have abused human rights aélditional proposal, offered by two Republican
senators but not passed, would support effortsinvithn to replace the government.

The proposals go further than the current policthefObama administration. But they suggest how
members of Congress support or try to influence E&i®ign policy.

Patrick Clawson, an Iran specialist and deputyctiireof research at the Washington Institute for
Near East Policy, said members of Congress argywg to confront the administration over its
approach to Iran. American politicians traditioga#nd to limit their public disagreements with
their president on issues of foreign policy, a piplte expressed by a long-ago senator who
declared, “Politics stops at the water’s edge.” YWshaore, with Congress and the White House
controlled by the same political party, Clawsords#ie two institutions tend to cooperate.

As Clawson noted, the tough sanctions imposed bya.and Iran in 1996 were approved by a
Republican Congress and sent to a Democratic gnesiBill Clinton. But Clawson said this
Congress, despite the skepticism of some Repulli@atepted the approach President Obama set
when he took office: an effort to engage the Irargavernment in discussions to lessen the threat
of its nuclear program, with the threat of whati®&ary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton in April
called “crippling” sanctions if it did not respota diplomacy. On February 16, during a visit to
Jeddah, Saudi Arabiahe said of the sanctiotisat the United States and others are seekirggat t
United Nations: “We want to send a clear messaggitts not about the Iranian people; this is
about the Revolutionary Guard.”

Congress is not trying to force action by the Obahainistration but is trying to give it a greater
range of options in acting against Iran, Clawsad.s#’s not Congress saying, ‘You've got to do
this,” he said. “It's Congress saying that ‘we waou to have this arrow in your quiver.”

The option that has gotten the most attentionagtioposal to clamp down on the flow of gasoline
to Iran, which exports oil but relies on importsrefined petroleum products.

Hadi Ghaemi, director of the International CampdmnHuman Rights in Iran, a U.S.-based
nongovernmental advocacy group, said a gasolinesgolor any other broad economic sanctions
would be wrong and counterproductive. “We are bipadainst any sanctions that hurt the Iranian
people,” he said.

Ghaemi said an action such as a gasoline embargll wause suffering among Iranians generally
while strengthening the position of the Revolutign&uard, which would control the smuggling
routes from Iran’s neighbors. He compared the 8dodo that of Iraq in the 1990s, where he said
sanctions caused suffering among the Iraqi people.

Any sanctions, Ghaemi said, must be “targeted” aadefully researched.”

“Punish government and government officials fompitdicies, not the people. That is collective
punishment,” he said.
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Clawson said the sanctions bills would not reqtieObama administration to use a gasoline
embargo. And he said the approach already underway sanctions against the Revolutionary
Guard and its leaders — is supported in Congressels

The legislation also serves as a reminder that f@ssgvants to be consulted about Iran. “Congress
wants the administration to talk about the optib@$awson said.

Ghaemi said the only effective sanctions are thalsen by the international community, not the
United States alone. He said U.S. sanctions thag baen in place against Iran for decades have
caused that country some problems but have faol@dfluence the regime in Tehran.

In the long run, Ghaemi said, international samgtie- whether imposed over the nuclear issue or
over human rights violations — make sense for titeré of Iran and for the interests of nations that
want to do business with a stable Iran.

3. Capture of Taliban Leader “A Significant Win,” White House Says (02-17-2010)

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington — The Obama administration confirmearepthat the Pakistani government has
Afghan Taliban military commander Mullah Abdul Gih&aradar in custody, saying the capture of
the movement’s number two leader is a big sucaesd.5. and Pakistani cooperation against
violent extremism in the South Asia region.

White House press secretary Robert Gibbs told temoFebruary 17 that Pakistan recognizes
extremists within its borders pose “an existerthia¢at” to their country.

“They have been working productively and coopesrdyifor more than a year now in assisting
international efforts and cooperating in an eftortid that area of violent extremists,” Gibbs said
adding that the capture of Mullah Baradar is “agigant win.”

At the same time, the commander of U.S. forcesfghAnistan, General Stanley McChrystal, and
U.S. Ambassador to Kabul Karl Eikenberry told Ritest Obama that Afghan-led operations in
Helmand province are going well, Gibbs said.

Operation Moshtarak, a Dari word which means “tbgget was “highly planned and orchestrated,”
Gibbs said, and is being conducted in close coatitin with local Afghan authorities. Extra
caution is being paid to prevent civilian casualtiend Gibbs added that many individuals with the
Taliban have decided to leave their former strotgjirothe town of Marjah.

“Ambassador Eikenberry and General McChrystal ldutdsat just the size of this offensive but that
for the first time, Afghan national security forogere in the lead,” Gibbs said. Troops from the
multinational International Security Assistancede(ISAF) are fighting alongside the Afghan
forces “at a scale not seen at any point in ounlrement in Afghanistan, dating back to the
beginning of the war” in 2001, Gibbs said.

According to a February 17 news release by ISA& ntilitary phase of Operation Moshtarak
“remains on track” as of February 16.
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“The insurgents are tactically adept, have resieand are cunning, so continued tactical patience
on the part of the combined force is important. iNgnis significant in areas, and the combined
force must be very deliberate in its movement oheoto minimize local Afghan and combined
force casualties,” the news release stated.

The campaign includes ISAF forces from the Unitedgdom, the United States, Denmark and
Estonia, who are operating in support of the Afghacurity and police forces.

“On the ground, the conduct of Operation Moshtasakisibly demonstrating that the force has
changed the way it operates and that it is workiith and for the people of Afghanistan,” the news
release said.

The goal of Operation Moshtarak is for the combiAéghan and international forces to “support
the Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghaamsin asserting its authority in central
Helmand, thereby demonstrating the Afghan goverimeommitment to the people living there,”
according to the news release.

“The operation is being conducted at the requetit®@fAfghan government and the governor of
Helmand. The security forces involved are servidg-by-side, representing partnership in
strength,” the news release said.

State Department spokesman Mark Toner said Febiratlyat civilian forces are also involved in
a support role to help the Afghan government “deligovernance and stability to the area
immediately after the security operations.”

“They’re standing by to deploy immediately after ijd&’s cleared,” Toner said. “Civilians will
form a district support team consisting of two 8t@epartment governance advisers, one U.S.
Agency for International Development expert andrigigh stabilization adviser.”

Their effort is part of a larger strategy to buag-term stability. “If you simply provide secuyit
without bringing in the governance and developnagrt assistance, it's to no avail. So we've really
got to make that happen very quickly,” Toner said.

According to a February 15 U.K. Ministry of Defensews article, traditional meetings, known as
shuras, have been taking place between local rd@sided the Afghan national army as areas have
been captured from Taliban control. The articlel $hat after the “clearing phase” of operations is
completed, the Afghan government and its intermafipartners are establishing civil authority and
amenities such as schools and hospitals to impgomat conditions.

In addition, “Cash for Work” projects have beenntiiged to provide local employment
opportunities, and recruiting efforts will begirtraight away,” the article said.

British Defense Secretary Bob Ainsworth was quaretthe article as saying that now begins “the
most important phase of the operation,” which hd sa'winning over the hearts and minds of the
people of Nad 'Ali and Marjah so that they donletate the Taliban in their midst, so that they are
not intimidated by them and so the insurgency cararestablish itself in the area.”
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British Air Chief Marshal Sir Jock Stirrup was gadtin the article as saying, “Time is a very
important factor,” with the local population neeglito see quickly that the Afghan government will
be staying and providing them with adequate segsitpport and services.

4. Iranian Decisions Increasingly Being Made by Revolutionary Guard (02-17-2010)

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington — Secretary of State Hillary Rodham tBlirs observation that Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) is supplantingadbantry’s political leadership reflects an
assessment by U.S. officials that the IRGC is iasirgy its responsibility well beyond Iran’s
security sector.

The IRGC is influencing the country’s decisionstbe brutal suppression of Iran’s political
opposition and on President Obama’s offers of eewgemt, U.S. officials say.

In a series of interviews February 16 in JeddahdBArabia, Clinton said the Obama
administration remains open to engagement withtlwagiscuss Iranian nuclear activities and other
areas of disagreement, but the U.S. offer hasewn beciprocated. The international community is
now discussing economic sanctions as a means sfyiag Iran to abide by its nuclear
nonproliferation commitments, and Clinton said #hesnctions would likely target the increasingly
powerful IRGC.

“We see the ground shifting” inside Iran, Clintahdt Bloomberg News. “Increasingly, the
Revolutionary Guard seems to be filling the spae $hould be held under the Iranian system by
either the clerical or the political leadership&wlutionary Guard leaders have been assuming
greater responsibility “not just in the securitgtee and not just for the nuclear program, butim t
economic and political arenas as well,” she said.

As a result, “the general conclusion is that theomething happening so that the political amd th
clerical leadership don’t seem to be able to mhkedecisions,” she said.

The Iranian people have seen the increased usdGiEicontrolled militia groups to suppress
political opposition. Iranians have also been stiie to harsh judgments and “the passage of a law
which makes it criminal and subject to the deathatg to, quote, ‘wage war against God,” which
basically gives total discretion to the securitgle to arrest, detain and even execute anyone,”
Clinton said.

Speaking to the BBC, she said it is “very cleagttthe IRGC “are in the lead on this repression,”
and do not appear to be “accountable to anyone.”

“The clerical leadership, the political electeddeeship, seem to be ceding ground to the
Revolutionary Guard. And we believe that the samstiwe’re working on with the international
community should be targeted at the Revolutionawgr@, particularly at their commercial
interests, which are expanding dramatically,” @msaid.

On February 10, the Obama administration unilatetatgeted the IRG®y imposing sanctions
against one of its corporate entities, Khatam dbiga Construction Headquarteend its
commander, Rostam Qasemi, who is also a genetiad¢ilRGC.
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The internal developments in Iran add to existimgrinational concerns over Iran’s nuclear
intentions, with many fearing the onset afuclear arms rade the Middle East. In its collective
approach to Iran, the international community habace, Clinton said.

“We can either just give in to the trends insid@lrwhich | don’t think bode well for world peace
and nonproliferation; we can ignore them, which th@ssame effect; or we can try to influence
them, which is what we are trying to do,” she said.

She told the Voice of America that the Obama adshiafion’s outreach to Iran will continue.
“We’re never going to close the door. We're notgpio remove the outstretched hand,” she said.

But just as the United Kingdom, France, Germanysdity China and the United States agreed to
pursue engagement with Iran, they also agreecetask of pressure and sanctions if engagement is
unsuccessful.

“Now, we think that time has arrived and we’re gpto the U.N. Security Council,” she said. As
the international community moves toward sanctitws, want to send a clear message that it's not
about the Iranian people; this is about the Relaary Guard.”

She told Al Arabiya that the focus is on individsiahstitutions and businesses connected to the
IRGC.

While many do not want to see sanctions leviedresgdian, many in Iran do not want to see the
end of their democracy, she said. “They don’t wardee the rise of an unelected body or a
nonclerical body, namely the Revolutionary Guassuaning all of this power.”

There is still an opportunity to try to convincarrnot to pursue nuclear weapons, but Iran’s lsader
need to choose to abide by U.N. Security Counsiltgions and the rules established by the
International Atomic Energy Agency, and they needeassure their neighbors that they are not
seeking nuclear weapons, Clinton said.

5. Concern Grows over Potential for Middle Eastern Nuclear Arms Race (02-16-2010)

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.
Staff Writer

Washington — Secretary of State Hillary Rodham ©linwrapped up a three-day Gulf diplomatic
mission after consultations with key Middle Eastksaders in Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the
Organisation of the Islamic Conference as well @B megional business leaders and college
students.

Clinton told Saudi college students February 16 tinalong-term goal of the United States is to see
the entire Middle East, including Iran, free of lma&r weapons. Her speech echoed a theme set by
President Obama in a speech in April 2009 in Pragwehich he called for a future time when the
world would be nuclear free. It is a sweeping fgrepolicy goal he set in talks with his Russian
counterpart, President Dmitry Medvedeyv, in severattings in London and Moscow, and is a
theme for which hevas awarded a Nobel Peace Piiz2009.
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“If Iran gets a nuclear weapon, that hope disappbacause then other countries which feel
threatened by Iran will say to themselves, ‘If Itaas a nuclear weapon, | better get one, too, in
order to protect my people,” Clinton said. “Theouhave a nuclear arms race in the region.”

“Everyone who | speak with in the Gulf, includirttetleaders here and leaders elsewhere in the
region, are expressing deep concern about Iratéstions,” Clinton added in a speech at the all-
women Dar al-Hekma College in Jeddah.

Clinton began her trip in Qatar February 14 wittpaechbefore the U.S.-Islamic World Forum in
Doha, followed by an engagement with students incation City. She continued on to Riyadh and
Jeddah in Saudi Arabia.

Between official meetings when she travels, theetary often holds town hall meetings that
involve direct contact with college students. Glimmeets with a wide range of civil society
groups, women’s groups and students as part offar ® reach out to those who often don’t have
direct contact with senior U.S. officials.

Clinton told the Saudi women that the United Stai@sworked to launch a new relationship with
Iran based on diplomacy, and has sought to chaatlawith Iran for a peaceful nuclear program
within international safeguards. “But Iran has e&fd to reciprocate, and since October has refused
every offer to meet with the international repreatmes on its nuclear program,” sked at a press
conferenceawith Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-Fa@aFebruary 15 in Riyadh.

While in Jeddah, Clinton met with Secretary-Genétaheleddin lhsanoglu of the Organisation of
the Islamic Conference.

The United States has been working closely withaBrj China, France, Germany and Russia to
convince Iran to abandon its nuclear weapons dpustat program. But Iran has responded to the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) that itllxstart producing higher-grade enriched
uranium, which Clinton called a “provocative mowe’defiance of U.N. Security Council
resolutions.

“The Iranian government knows that this risks areptore regional instability and will result in
increasing isolation,” she said. “You have to aslkrgelf, ‘Why are they doing this?"” Clinton said.

MIDDLE EAST PEACE

At her press conference in Riyadh, Clinton saidUhéed States and Saudi Arabia share the goal of
a comprehensive peace in the Middle East. Aftertimgevith Saudi King Abdullah, the secretary
said they discussed how best to re-launch whatalted “credible and productive negotiations” on
the Middle East that will achieve both Palestirgaual Israeli hopes.

“The 2002 Arab Peace Initiative is vital to theoefé necessary to promote a comprehensive peace,
and it lays out a vision of a better future foralthe region’s people,” Clinton said. “It is tinie
renew its spirit today and to move toward specifics

The United States is convinced that in “good-faigotiations” the Israelis and Palestinians can
agree on an outcome that ends the ongoing coafiidtreconciles the Palestinian goal of an
independent state based on the 1967 lines witkstheli goal of a Jewish state with secure and
recognized borders that meet Israeli concernsid@lisaid.
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While encouraging negotiations, Clinton said, thterinational community must also support
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, Brivhnister Salam Fayyad and the Palestinian
Authority to build a viable economy and state itngibns necessary for a working and independent
government that provides security, rule of law assgential services to the Palestinian people.

To underscore the U.S. efforts in the Middle Edsputy secretaries of state James Steinberg and
Jacob Lew are being sent to the region for furtogisultations across a range of issues including
the stalled Middle East peace process and Iraa@equate response to efforts to halt its nuclear
development program.

Lew is slated to visit Egypt, Israel and Jordanibeing February 20, and Steinberg is traveling to
Israel during the week of February 21. In additifilliam Burns, the under secretary of state for
political affairs, is traveling to Lebanon Februdf®y, Syria February 17 and Turkey on February 18,
and concludes his travel in Azerbaijan on Febrd#ry

During the week of March 8, Vice President Bided &is wife, Jill Biden, will travel to Israel, the
Palestinian Authority, Egypt and Jordan for corefidns on a full range of bilateral and regional
issues, the White House announced. Vice PresiddenBvill meet with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, Palestinian President Abbasyé¥inister Fayyad, Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak, and Jordanian King Abdullah II.

6. Clinton Cites Mutual Respect and Shared Values with Muslim World (02-14-2010)

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington — Secretary of State Hillary Rodham ©linrenewed President Obama’s call for a
“new beginning” in relations between the Unitedt&saand Muslim communities, as she urged a
cooperative focus on common challenges and goals.

Speaking at the U.S.-Islamic World Forum in Dohatdp, February 14, Clinton said the Obama
administration has “worked to alter the tone anelpg® the substance of our relationships with
people from all regions and all backgrounds” duiitsdirst year in office. The new U.S. approach
rests on the three core pillars of “mutual resp@cttual interest and mutual responsibility; a sare
commitment to universal values; and broad engagemiém governments and citizens alike,” she
said.

Clinton said the message of President Obada® 4, 2009, speech in Caismains vital in
encouraging open dialogue and equal partnership.

“Building a stronger relationship cannot happenroight or even in a year. It takes patience,
persistence and hard work from all of us ... to tasponsibility for retiring stereotypes and
outdated views and for bringing a renewed sensea@beration,” she said.

The United States shares the values, hopes andiamslthat all hold “as mothers and fathers,
students and workers, business leaders and soeiatates, and members of the human family,”
she said.

Democratic reform is a critical element of progresmodern societies, Clinton said, and those who
have a say in the decisions that affect their awes| and who can freely access information and
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express their views, are in the best position dlftheir potential, which will also serve the
interests of their country.

In addition, “women’s rights and national progrgsshand in hand,” she said. “No country can
achieve its full potential when half the populatierieft out or left behind.”

The secretary said violence against women “is nltial. It is criminal.” She called for religious
leaders to take a stand against practices sucbras killings, child marriages, and domestic and
gender-based violence.

Violent extremism remains a threat to Muslim coigstias well as the United States, Clinton said.
“True and lasting security takes root in placesetpeople have the opportunity to find jobs, to be
educated, to raise healthy families, and benefihfthe scientific and technological
breakthroughs.”

The Obama administration believes that “educatmhianovation are the currency of this
century,” and is working to expand educational ofypaties, support entrepreneurs in the Muslim
world through programs such as the Global Techno#og Innovation Fund, and promote
advances and exchanges in science and technology.

“Our goal is to identify excellent ideas and sustalsprojects in Muslim communities and then
invest in them, help to scale them up, and to conin@ovators and entrepreneurs so they can
support and enhance each other’s work,” she said.

The United States shares the view of Islamic lemdad community members who are outraged at
“those who claim to kill in the name of God,” ar@linton said, “we are determined to prevent
extremists from driving wedges between Muslims aod-Muslims — in America or anywhere.”

“Islam is — and must be — an important part of sb&ition in confronting violent extremism,” she
said.

On February 13, President Obama announced thaeWbiise staff member Rashad Hussain has
been appointed as hspecial envoy to the Organization of the Islamiafécence (OIJ. Hussain

will focus on mutual interests between the Unitéat€s and Muslim communities such as
education, entrepreneurship, science and technol@gjth issues such as eradicating polio, and
opposition to violent extremism.

“As an accomplished lawyer and a close and trustechber of my White House staff, Rashad has
played a key role in developing the partnershipalled for in Cairo,” Obama told conference
attendees in Doha through a video address.

The president acknowledged that realizing the goalsutlined in his speech “will take a long-term
commitment,” but in the eight months since his rekadl believe we’ve laid the groundwork to
turn those pledges into action.”

Senator John Kerry, chairman of the U.S. SenateigioRelations Committe&ld the U.S.-
Islamic World Forum February 1Rat President Obama’s speech in Cairo and subségus.
actions mark “the beginning of a long road.”

“Today, we are in a fundamentally better place twanwere a year ago,” Kerry said. “Quiet
accomplishments and new attitudes and polices patveur partnerships on firmer footing.”
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Americans recognize the need for deeper understgraaid reject the demonization of Islam, he
said. “Our values and our history remind us coritdhat religious bigotry — whether it is anti-
Semitism or Islamophobia — has no place in our ipuibé.”

There is also “serious debate ... under way withirsha communities over how best to address
extremism and combat prejudice,” the senator $¢edoraised Jordan’s King Abdullah 1l for
promoting Muslim-Christian dialogue through his @ommon Word” initiative, as well as
dialogue efforts by King Abdullah of Saudi Arabiadethe OIC conference itself, which is being
hosted by Qatar.

Kerry also said Obama has worked to increase eduehiand science exchanges between the
United States and Muslims around the world in otdgsgromote people-to-people relationships.

7. U.N. Sanctions Against Iran Would Target Revolutionary Guard (02-15-2010)

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington — The United States wants the Middlg Ekisnately to be free of nuclear arms, and
while the Obama administration remains open to gaegeent with Iran, it is working with others in
the international community on economic sancti@ndiscourage the Iranian government from
pursuing those weapons.

“We are still hoping that Iran will decide to forgmy nuclear ambitions for nuclear weapons, and
begin to respect its own people more on a dailysfaSecretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
said February 15. “But we cannot just keep hoporgtiat. We have to work to take action to try to
convince the Iranian government not to pursue ranckeapons.”

Clinton was speaking to students at Carnegie Mdlloiversity in Qatar at a “Townterview”
moderated by Al Jazeera satellite television.

In her remarks, she mentioned the September 20@%at®n that Iran had a secret nuclear facility
at Qom, the Iranian government’s refusal of anrirgonal offer to enrich uranium for civilian use,
and its recent decision to begin enriching uraniar®0 percent, a level Clinton described as
“troubling.”

“I wish that Iran would take a different approachkie said. “The United States under President
Obama would really welcome a positive, normal refeghip with Iran. But you can’t do that unless
there is something coming back to you. And thesnhdeen.”

The Obama administration is working with othershia international community to apply pressure
on Iran through United Nations sanctions that “lél particularly aimed at those enterprises
controlled by the Revolutionary Guard,” which slaglss supplanting the Iranian government,
including its supreme leader, president and padram

“Iran is moving toward a military dictatorship,” i@ton warned.
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On February 10, the Obama administration targetedfieg U.S. sanctions on Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRG@painst one of its corporate entities, Khatam abipa
Construction Headquartemnd its commander, Rostam Qasemi, who is alsmargkin the IRGC.

Clinton called upon the rest of the world to urdtel send an “unequivocal message” that it “will
not stand idly by” as Iran pursues a nuclear pnogitzat can threaten others in the region and
beyond.

“Our goal, eventually, is to have a Middle Easefod nuclear weapons,” she said. President Obama
has said he wants to eliminate nuclear weapons &lbaver the world. The United States is
currently negotiating with Russia to reduce its arsenal “because we are very committed to
demonstrating ... the importance that we place agbal,” Clinton said.

She said leaders and influential people from tlader Middle East have expressed their concerns
over a nuclear-armed Iran, and their need to resgdhat scenario becomes a reality.

“That’s not something that they want to spend th@ney on, that they want to be involved in. But,
on the other hand, they don’t want to live in a@agvhere they feel threatened,” she said.

The Obama administration’s emphasis on nonprotifanas also manifest in its determination to
prevent violent extremists such as al-Qaida frotaioing nuclear material to make a bomb.

“This is not the Cold War. In the Cold War the faglwas that you could deter each other,” she
said. “When you have people who are willing to Kiémselves, and kill many others at the same
time, that upsets the balance.”

The secretary also discussed ongoing U.S. efforisge Israel and the Palestinians back to the
negotiating table to reach a peace agreement aablisk an independent Palestinian state based on
the 1967 lines with mutually agreed land swaps.

“No one can dictate to either the Israelis or ta&egtinians what the outcome should be. They must
make those decisions themselves. But the Unite@<Sis very focused on being a facilitator and a
help in every way possible to achieve that outctsige said.

She described the situation in Gaza as “a humaantarisis.” The Obama administration has
contributed “many, many hundreds of millions ofldd” to assist Palestinians there, as well as to
encourage more aid and materials to be allowed in.

“We have begun to deal with the immediate necessdf food and medical supplies. But we need
housing for people to live in. We need hospitalaiik. We need schools that can function and
provide an education. And we are continuing to presty hard for that to be realized,” she said.

But she repeated calls for Hamas, which controlsait renounce violence, recognize Israel, and
to “be part of the solution, going forward.”

On Iraq, the secretary said she is pleased witprbgress the country is making as U.S. combat
troops are on schedule to withdraw from the coubyrAugust.

The people of Iraq have a democratically electackegument and are exercising control over their
natural resources. The United States hopes th@iilaremain a democratic and pluralistic society
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“where every part of the country gets to partiogpdhat there isn’t any tilting of power for or
against any group within Iraqg,” she said.

As part of their democratic future, “the Iraqi peowill have the benefit of their oil revenues. Not
one group, not any individual,” she said, and tbay choose to invest the revenues in education,
health care, housing and other areas that will fitethe larger society.

“That is what we hope for them, and that is thedion that the Iraqi government seems to be
headed,” she said.

8. President Obama’s Remarks to U.S.-Islamic World Forum (02-13-2010)

U.S. seeks new partnerships in Muslim communitiesa  round the world

Assalaamu alaykum. And on behalf of the Americapppe—including Muslim communities
across America—greetings as you gather for theJ7gh-Islamic World Forum in Doha.

| want to thank all those whose support has made-brum possible, especially the Amir of Qatar,
the government of Qatar and the Saban Center &rthekings Institution. It is fitting that you
gather again in Doha—a place where our countriesedmgether to forge innovative partnerships
in education and medicine, science and technology.

Thank you all for being here. As leaders in govegntnacademia, media, business, faith
organizations and civil society, you understand ¥aare all bound together by common
aspirations—to live with dignity, to get an eduoatito enjoy healthy lives, to live in peace and
security, and to give our children a better future.

Yet you also know that the United States and Muskmound the world have often slipped into a
cycle of misunderstanding and mistrust that cad teaconflict rather than cooperation.

That is why in Cairo last year | called for a neeglmning between the United States and Muslims
around the world, one based on mutual interesnaumdal respect. | laid out a vision where we all
embrace our responsibilities to build a world tisanore peaceful and secure. It has only been eight
months since Cairo, and much remains to be donel. ilBlieve we’ve laid the groundwork to turn
those pledges into action.

The United States is responsibly ending the waéraig; we are removing all our combat brigades
from Iraq by the end of August, and we will partmeth the Iraqi people on behalf of their long-
term security and prosperity. In Afghanistan angoel, we are forging partnerships to isolate
violent extremists, reduce corruption and to prargod governance and development that
improves lives. We remain unyielding in pursuitaafvo-state solution that recognizes the rights
and security of Israelis and Palestinians. Andihged States will continue to stand for the human
rights and dignity of people around the world.

And while the United States will never waver ingbaefforts, | also pledged in Cairo to seek new
partnerships in Muslim communities around the werttbt just with governments, but with people,
to address the issues that matter most in our thedy.

Since then, my administration has made a sustaified to listen. We’ve held thousands of events
and town halls—with students, civil society groufasth leaders and entrepreneurs—in the United
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States and around the world, including Secretanyt@li’'s landmark visit to Pakistan. And | look
forward to continuing the dialogue during my visitindonesia next month.

This dialogue has helped us turn many of the inea | outlined in Cairo into action.

We're partnering to promote education. We're expag@xchange programs and pursuing new
opportunities for online learning, connecting studan America with those in Qatar and other
Muslim communities. Because knowledge is the cuyeni the 21st century, and countries that
educate their children—including their daughterse—+aore likely to prosper.

We’'re partnering to broaden economic developmemrtr&\ivorking to ensure that the global
economic recovery creates jobs and prosperityl iregions of the world. And to help foster
innovation and job-creation, I'll host a SummitBntrepreneurship in April with business leaders
and entrepreneurs from Muslim communities arouredabrld.

We're partnering to increase collaboration on sméesind technology. We’ve launched a Global
Technology and Innovation Fund that will investachnological development across the Middle
East, Africa and Asia. And the first of our distinghed Science Envoys have begun visiting
countries to deepen science and technology coope@ter the long-term.

And we're partnering to promote global health. Warked together to address H1N1, which was a
concern of many Muslims during the hajj. We've gdnwith the Organization of the Islamic
Conference to eradicate polio. And as part of nardased commitment to foreign assistance,
we’ve launched major initiatives to promote globahlth and food security around the world.

To deepen these partnerships, and to develop pthergroud to announce today that | am
appointing my Special Envoy to the OIC—Rashad Hus#es an accomplished lawyer and a close
and trusted member of my White House staff, Raslaadplayed a key role in developing the
partnerships | called for in Cairo. And as a hafithe Qur'an, he is a respected member of the
American Muslim community, and | thank him for gang forward this important work.

None of this will be easy. Fully realizing the nbeginning we envision will take a long-term
commitment. But we have begun. Now, it falls taallsgovernments and individuals, to do the
hard work that must be done—turning words into degtl “Writing the Next Chapter” in the ties
between us, with faith in each other, on the basmutual respect.

Thank you coming to Doha in that spirit. Thank youyour work to advance the principles we
share—justice and progress, tolerance and thetgighall human beings.

Let us succeed together. And may God'’s peace be ymo

9. Iranian Enrichment Claims Cast More Doubt on Nuclear Intentions (02-12-2010)

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington — While Obama administration officiakpeess doubts over the Iranian government’s
claim to have dramatically increased its uraniumabment capacity, Iran’s actions are also
increasing doubts that its nuclear program hasgfebintentions.
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White House press secretary Robert Gibbs said Bepf that Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad’s claim to have increased Iran’s urananrichment from 3.5 percent to nearly 20
percent is “based on politics, not on physics,” hadtited a lack of capability in the Iranian nacle
program.

Gibbs pointed out that Russia, China, the Uniteagidom, France, Germany and the United States,
collectively known as the P5+1, had offered throtlghInternational Atomic Energy Agency

(IAEA) to enrich Iranian uranium supplies to 20 qet for use in its Tehran medical research
reactor.

The deal would have helped to allay internatiomaloerns that Iran is pursuing nuclear weapons
under the cover of its civilian program while prdwig the country with fuel for its nuclear reactors

“If they are serious about the peaceful use ofrtheclear program, then what they should have
done was taken more seriously the offer on thedrehesearch reactor [TRR],” Gibbs said, adding
that Iran “cannot replace and continue to opetaelRR at its current pace” because it will run out
of the type of isotopes that are needed for medieatment.

Iran’s apparent decision not to accept “a very camisense offer” from the IAEA and its partners
“leads, quite frankly, the world to believe thairrhas other ideas” than — as it claims — that its
nuclear activities are for peaceful purposes dmysaid.

“If your program is one for peaceful needs, why aatept the help of the IAEA in ensuring the
health and safety of your people? | think, agdiejrtwalking away from that agreement
demonstrates for the whole world to see what théentions really are,” Gibbs said.

On February 10, the Obama administratemgeted existing U.S. sanctioos Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) against one ofdiporate entities, Khatam al-Anbiya
Construction Headquarters, and its commander, RoQasemi, who is also a general in the IRGC.

The IRGC was designated as “having engaged, onptésl to engage, in proliferation-related
activities” in 2007, and Khatam al-Anbiya “is ownedcontrolled by the IRGC and is involved in
the construction of streets, highways, tunnelsewebnveyance projects, agricultural restoration
projects, and pipelines,” according to a staterbgrihe Treasury Department.

The measure freezes any U.S. assets of Generanaseé Fater Engineering Institute, Imensazen
Consultant Engineers Institute (ICEI), Makin Inst&, and Rahab Institute, which are all subsidiary
companies of Khatam al-Anbiya.

At the State Department, Assistant Secretary dBSta Public Affairs P.J. Crowley told reporters
February 11 that the international community néedllectively “make clear to Iran that the
present course that it's on is not the correct”oarg] that it needs to address concerns over its
nuclear activities.

“As much as people want to make this a face-ofiveet the United States and Iran, this is a
guestion about Iran and its future relationshighwaither countries in the region, and other cousitrie
around the world,” Crowley said.

“We haven't closed the door to engagement,” he ddolet Iran’s government has “consistently
shown that it is unwilling to engage constructivély
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IRAN’'S GOVERNMENT FEARS ITS OWN PEOPLE

Asked about continued political unrest againstitarian regime, Crowley said that Iranian
authorities have attempted “a near-total informabéockade” against their people in addition to
their ongoing use of force and restrictions onfteedoms of assembly and expression.

“We’'ve seen reports that the phone system has taé&en down, text messaging has been taken
down, satellite television has been jammed, therihat has been throttled,” Crowley said, all of
which is inhibiting the ability of the Iranian pdego communicate and access information.
Opposition demonstrations had been scheduled &opiakce February 11.

Crowley described the regime’s actions as “a Drawostep,” and “a remarkable statement today
of how significantly the Iranian government nowrkeds own people.”

The continued intimidation “is a great concern $p and we think it shows the increasing
bankruptcy of the Iranian regime,” he added.

10. Statement on Contribution to U.N. Agency for Palestine Refugees (02-04-2010)
United States provides $40 million for humanitarian services

United States Contributes $40 Million to the Unitéations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East

The United States announced today that it is ma&mupitial contribution of $40 million to the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for PalestiRefugees in the Near East (UNRWA) to
support UNRWA's regular budget and emergency progran the West Bank and Gaza.

The $40 million contribution will provide criticddealth, education, and humanitarian services to
4.7 million Palestinian refugees across the regiohthis contribution, $30 million will support
UNRWA's core services in Jordan, Syria, LebanoaWrest Bank, and Gaza. An additional $10
million will support UNRWA'’s emergency appeal féret West Bank and Gaza, including
emergency food assistance, and job creation pragram

The United States is UNRWA's largest bilateral donim 2009, the United States provided over
$267 million to UNRWA, including $116.2 million tits General Fund, $119.5 million to its West
Bank/Gaza emergency programs, $30 million to enmergerograms in Lebanon, and $2.2 million
to assist other Palestinians in the region.

11. U.S. Statement on Security, Stability in Georgia (02-04-2010)

Diplomat repeats U.S. commitment to Georgia’s sover  eignty, independence

United States Mission to the OSCE, Statement oG#reeva Discussions
As delivered by Chargé d’Affaires Carol Fuller ketPermanent Council, Vienna

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The United States was pleased to participate idaneary 28 round of the Geneva discussions on
security and stability arrangements in Georgia.
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We welcome the co-chairs’ efforts to identify intersteps that can improve the security,
humanitarian, and human rights situation on thengdoand lay the groundwork for more far-
reaching arrangements. One such step, the Indrterention and Response Mechanisms (IPRM),
provides an important forum for addressing issde®ocern in the Abkhazia and South Ossetia
regions on a regular and pragmatic basis. Unfotéiymahe operation of the IPRM for the South
Ossetia region has been suspended for three mdkithsall on all participants to agree to
reconvene this important mechanism without delay.

Although the conflict region has stabilized to agrextent, violent incidents persist, and civgian
continue to face a precarious humanitarian and huigats situation.

We continue to believe the OSCE and other intepnatiactors have a valuable role to play in
addressing these problems. We remain convincedthaiternational presence throughout Georgia
is critical and continue to urge the re-establishinod a robust OSCE presence there.

As we work to improve the security and humanitasdnation in Georgia, we will continue to call
for the parties to the conflict to comply with thebligations under international humanitarian law;
to urge respect for the human rights of all indirgt$ in the conflict areas; to call for free and
unhindered access to the whole of Georgia; andek the safe, dignified, and voluntary return of
internally displaced persons and refugees.

We welcome the Georgian Government’s adoptionrodva strategy of engagement with the
Abkhazia and South Ossetia regions — a potentialhstructive step towards easing tensions and a
way to reach out to all the regions’ residents.

We also welcome the upcoming visit to Georgia ef@hairman-in-Office. We hope Foreign
Minister Saudabayev will be successful in furthgritiscussions of key issues, including water and
gas supplies in the South Ossetia region, thetedkshment of an OSCE presence in Georgia, and
a follow-up to the November 2008 joint ODIHR/HCNMport on human rights in the war-affected
areas of Georgia. We look forward to a report anftnreign minister’s trip and to the
Chairmanship’s continued engagement on these issues

As Secretary Clinton stated last week in her speecBuropean security, we have repeatedly called
on the Russian Federation to honor the terms ckse-fire agreement with Georgia. Russia
committed not only to withdraw its troops to pasis held prior to the start of hostilities, butoals

to provide free access for humanitarian assistemtiee South Ossetia and Abkhazia regions. We
remind the Russian Federation that its charactaizaf these regions as independent does not
relieve it of these commitments.

In closing, Mr. Chairman, let me reiterate our ficammitment to Georgia’s sovereignty,
independence, and territorial integrity withiningernationally recognized borders.

Thank you.

P.O. Box 309, 814 99 Bratislava, phone: 02/5922-3272, fax:02/5441-8862
e-mail: ARC Brat@state.gov, http://slovakia.usembassy.gov 18




